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KITCHEN AND BATH IDEAS

ON TAP PHOTO STVLIST
10 Things to Love About This Kitchen
BETTER ACQUAINTED
i CRAFTSMAN CABINETRY, GALLEY EFFICIENCY, AND COLOR DELICACY
\__wmwezs ) REINTRODUCE A DESIGNING DUO’S KITCHEN TO THEIR OLDER HOME.

1. pesiGN DUET
After teaming up so
well for clients through
their design firm,
architect John Bencich
and his wife, interior
designer Vivian
Bencich, decided to
collaborate onan
update of their own
kitchen. Drawing on the
architecture of their
home—a Craftsman
bungalow in Atlanta’s
Virginia-Highlands
neighborhood—and
on an appreciation for
different styles, the
couple combined new

and old looks to turn a

small, blah spaceintoa
bright and inviting
place to enjoy with
their young daughter
“We wanted it to be
very open, with lots of
good daylight,” John
says, “and we wanted it

scaled to the rest of the
house—not this crazy
huge great-room.”

' 2. SIMPLE LINES
To complement the
' i architectural character
i of their home, John and
i Vivian chose painted-
wood cabinetry. The
units in the work core
have full-overlay doors
i and slab-front drawers.
“Tt works well with the

| existingwoodworkin

i our Craftsman house,” |

i Vivian says. “We

i wanted the kitchen to
be clean and simple.”
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4. LAUNDRY SPOT
“We wanted to get the
washer and dryer out of |
the master bath, which
we also renovated,”
Vivian says, “sowe
made a utility closet in
the kitchen.” The
laundry closet, located
to the left of the
refrigerator, is identical
to the pantry closet
directly opposite, with
tall double doors in the
same style as the rest
of the cabinetry.

10 Things to Love About This Kitchen

: 3.GALLEY OOMPH
What had beena

{ 10x10-foot, U-shape
space became a galley

layout that opens into

the adjacent family

. 5. SURFACE SHEEN
| The old kitchen’s gray

walls and gray plastic-

laminate countertops
i gaveway to lighter and
i brighter mosaic glass
! tiles and white quartz-
surfacing. “We wanted
| something fresh and
light in color overall,”

| Viviansays. “Iwas

i enamored of the

i samplesIhad of white
quartz countertops and
{ milky-white glasstile
for the backsplash.” Z

room. The two-wall
scheme puts the range,
microwave oven, and
pantry on one side of
the room, with the sink,
dishwasher, and

6. CLEAR VIEWS

An abundance of glass,
both inwindows and in

cabinets, helps
maintain a feeling of
openness and assures

refrigerator on the
other. A curved
peninsula servesasa
smooth segue to the
family room (which was
an addition to the back

that there’s always
something interesting

—indoors and out—to

look at. Connections to

the outdoors were a top

priority. “It was very

of the house), a bar
area for parties, a
casual eating spot, and
a boost to everyday
function. “The double-
galley-style layout

important to bring the
backyard into the
house,” John says. “We
had finally gotten the
backyard garden where
we wanted it, sowe

allowed for deeper !
countertopsalongoneé
side,” Vivian says, |
“providing more room

for counter appliances |
and more work space.” !

reallywantedtobe |
able to enjoy that work,
aswell.” Abankof
windows in the family |
room brings light and |
views into the kitchen, |







